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o CHAMBER connection

From Jason’s Desk

Jason Fink, President/CEO

This year has flown
by fast. We're already
sitting here in the first
week of December and
staring 2023 right in the
eyes. Given what we had
been through with the
previous two years, I'll
easily take what we've
had in 2022.

In this month’s
newsletter you'll see a
wrap-up of our Pie Day
5k held on Thanksgiv-
ing morning. We had a
record turnout for the
event which is indicative
of some of our program-
ming here at year end.

MUNMCY
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Congratulations to The Muncy

The Santa Express train
excursions sold out in 3
weeks with almost dou-
ble the capacity available
compared to 2019 when
we ran them. Our Trol-
ley Tour of Lights pro-
gramming has less than
100 seats available for it
as I write this column.
From what I hear for
other organizations doing
programs and activities
during this time of year,
they too are seeing great
attendance and support
by the public. Hopefully,
we see this trend contin-
ue into the coming year.

- -
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You may have recent-
ly seen in the last month,
the Lycoming Mall is un-
der contract by a regional
development group out
of State College. They
are looking to close early
next year. Once that
happens, we should be
seeing work done there
to quickly revision and
repurpose the buildings
and land that comprise
the over 130-acre site.

This isn’t going to
happen overnight, given
the size and scope of the
work to be done there.
However, I'm anxious to

Bank & Trust Company for their new branch opening in South Williamsport, scheduled
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see what they are able to
do with it. There’s plenty
of land, some of it cov-
ered in asphalt, that can
see new commercial and
retail ventures or hous-

4

to officially open December 8. Cutting the ribbon is Rob Glunk, President & CEO of Muncy Bank and Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce. With Rob are Muncy Bank board members
and employees, representatives of Anthony H. Visco, Jr. Architects, Pine Ridge Construction Management and South
Williamsport Borough. Don’t forget that the December PM Exchange is going to be at the new branch in South William-
sport on December 22. You can register by going online to www.williamsport.org or call the Chamber at 570-326-1971.

Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce Staff
Main Office - 570-326-1971

......................................... Jason Fink
E 570-320-4213 - jfink@williamsport.org

..................................... Sharon Jones

................................ Regina Edwards

ing. It could be a great
mixed-use redevelopment
that addresses several
needs here in the market
with the limited volume
of available housing and
the demand for new
dwellings.

The same develop-
ment group is also tak-
ing on another project
located in Williamsport
on Maynard Street at
the former Williamsport
Foundry site. Plans there
include a convenience
store and a national
chain restaurant. Given
the high visibility of the
Maynard Street corridor,
it’s good to see this site
finally being repurposed
after sitting vacant for
over six years.

With the pace that
2022 is ending, 2023
should hopefully con-
tinue to be busy and
active here in Lycoming
County. Enjoy the upcom-
ing holiday season and
have a great Hanukkah,
Christmas and New Year!



Member Renewals

Received between October 31 and November 30, 2022

Thank you to our renewing members!

We do appreciate your membership and involvement in the Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce!

First Year Renewals
Chance Aluminum Corporation
Eat & Run Catering & Restaurant

Jersey Shore Area Joint Water Authority

Martina Guerra Goldsmith, LLC
Seven Mountains Media

Members 2 - 5 Years
Beagle Media, LLC
Brink’'s Welding & Fabrication, LLC
CleanSlate Centers
Cornerstone Insurance
Covenant Builders, Inc.
Ed’s Market
Hachiko Asian Cuisine
Jolinda Chamberlain State Farm
Agency
Kutney Insurance Agency, Inc.
KVS Computers
SWC Realty

Members 6 - 10 Years
Adelphoi Foster Care & Adoption
Services
Camp Susque
Crystal Lake Camps
Dohl General Construction, LLC
DPH Discount Pins, Inc.
Goodwill Industries of North Central PA
Liberty Arena/Kaos Fun Zone/Scorz
Bar & Grill
Marcellus Shale Coalition
Residence Inn (Chartwell Hotels)
St. John Neumann Regional Academy
Wheeland Lumber Co., Inc.

Members 11 - 15 Years
AC Cruz State Farm Agency
Cummins Sales & Service
ECM Realty Management, Inc.
Fishlips, LLC
Holiday Inn Express (Chartwell Hotels)
Keystone Communications
Quandel Construction Group, Inc.
Range Resources

Members 16 - 20 Years
Berger’s Greenhouse
Bostley’s Preschool Learning Center
C&N Bank
C. H. Waltz Sons, Inc.
Choice Carpet Cleaners, Inc.
Discovery Machine, Inc.
Effectv

Glass & Burns Inc. DBA Catherine
Burns Insurance Services
H. Dean Properties
Happy Acres Resort
Henry Dunn, Inc.

Ichiban - Japanese Cuisine
Intrada Technologies
Keystone Leather
Kliney’s Home Furnishings
Lang’s Chocolates
Loyalsock Township School District
Malee Law Firm, P.C.
Marshall, Parker & Weber
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith
Millbrook Playhouse, Inc.
Montoursville Borough
Mr. Sticky’s, Inc.

Muncy Self Storage, Inc.

Raup & Sholder, P.C.
Richard R. Motter Agency
Spherion
Steinbacher, Goodall & Yurchak
Susquehanna Marble and Granite, LLC
The Comprehensive Financial Group
The WorkCenter
Valley Forge Pension Management
Webb Weekly
Williamsport Country Club
Wm L. Robinson Concrete Contractors

Members 21 - 25 Years
Advanced Real Estate Settlement
Services, Inc.

Boy Scouts of America-Susquehanna
Council
Buttorff's Hardware, Inc.
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank -
Williamsport Branch
Geisinger
Hampton Inn Williamsport - Downtown
Hans CedarDale Satellite, Inc.
High Steel Structures, Inc.
Hudock Capital Group LLC
J & M Construction Specialty, Inc.
Kriger Fence Co., Inc.
Loyalsock Animal Hospital
McTish, Kunkel & Associates
PALCO Federal Credit Union
Quality Air Mechanical, Inc.

RDJ Enterprises
Warrior Run Development Corporation
Wayne Township Landfill

Members 26 - 30 Years
Any Event Party Rentals and Sales
Cruise Planners
East Lycoming School District
Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc.

Lyco Lube Xxpress Inc.
Lycoming County SPCA
Lycoming Physical Therapy, Ltd.
Lycoming Valley Railroad Company
Pennram Diversified Mfg. Corp.
RE/MAX West Branch
Refrigeration Service Co./The
Wholesale Chef
South Williamsport Area School District
Tory Leather
West Branch Valley Federal Credit
Union
Williamsport Regional Airport
Williamsport Scottish Rite

Members 31 - 35 Years
All Round Tire Company
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Hodrick Realty
Charlotte Pipe and Foundry
City of Williamsport
Durdach Bros., Inc.
First Community Foundation
Partnership of Pennsylvania
Golden Business Machines
Greater Lycoming Habitat for
Humanity, Inc.
Innovative Manufacturers’ Center
(IMC), Inc.

Jersey Shore Borough
Kent A. Bennett & Associates, Inc.
Lundy Warehousing, Inc.
Manpower Staffing
Moff & Associates
Real Estate Excel - A Girio Realty Co.
The Hite Company
Transitional Living Centers, Inc.
Tulpehocken Spring Water
Vinnie’s Italian Eatery
Wilkinson Dunn Company

Members 36 - 40 Years
Allison Crane & Rigging
American Rescue Workers
Anthony H. Visco, Jr. Architects
Baker Tilly
Blaise Alexander Chevrolet, Inc.
E. R. Kinley & Sons Jewelers
EconolLodge Williamsport

Holiday Inn Downtown/James
Restaurant (Chartwell Hotels)
Loyalsock Township Board of
Supervisors
McNerney, Page, Vanderlin & Hall
Pudgie’s Pizza
R. & J. Ertel, Inc.
River Valley Regional YMCA
Roan Inc.

Roan’s Transfer & Storage, Inc.
Robert H. Fredrickson, D.D.S.,
M.A.G.D.

Sanders Mortuary, LTD.
Susquehanna Trailways
Tony’s Delicatessen
Van Campen Motors Inc.
West Branch Drug & Alcohol Abuse
Commission
White Deer Golf Course
Williamsport Symphony Orchestra
YWCA Northcentral PA

Members 41 - 50 Years
Brass Alignment, Inc.
Burger King/Carrols, LLC
Central Equipment Company
D & M Tool & Machine Company, Inc.
Geisinger Jersey Shore Hospital
Hope Enterprises, Inc.
Jersey Shore State Bank
Jersey Shore Steel Company
Koppers Inc.

Lycoming County United Way, Inc.
Mid-State Beverage Co.
Montgomery Plumbing Supply
Company t/a Bi-Lo Supply
Pennsylvania College of Technology

Members 51 - 65 Years
Fish Real Estate
Genetti Hotel, a SureStay Collection
by Best Western
Robert M. Sides Family Music Centers
Williamsport Area School District

Members 67 Years
Knight-Confer Funeral Home, Inc.
Sun-Gazette Company
The Meadows, A Park Home Personal
Care Community
UGI Utilities, Inc. - Energy to do more
UPMC

)

a)ezen-ung Hodswenm @Y J

2202 1oqwadaq ¢

we UOIOBUUOD Y HHINVHD




N
N
[=]
N
S
[
o]
£
[
(5]
[
[a]
[]
=
[H]
N
]
Q
[=
=1
(/2]
L -t
£
o
Q
(7]
£
8

Welcome New Chamber Members!

425 Market Centre Moms4Liberty -
Heister Linn Northumberland County, PA
425 Market Street, Suite 3A Clarissa Paige
Williamsport, PA 17701 Watsontown, PA 17777
(570) 772-0411 (570) 768-2972
Real Estate - Commercial/Industrial www.m4lnorthumberland.org
Development Non-Profit Organization

On a Whim Past & Present
Beth Berfield
2280 East 3rd Street
Williamsport, PA 17701
(570) 601-7808
Retail Shopping - Specialty Shops

Concepts Design Group
Shelly Clokey
Williamsport, PA 17701
(570) 321-7121
www.conceptsdesigngroup.com
Advertising Agencies

Anti
Linn Orthodontics LLC - Heister fiques
H. Linn, DDS PSECU

425 Market Street, Suite 3A Colleen Williams

Williamsport, PA 17701
(570) 326-6181
www.bracesbylinnpa.com
Orthodontists

502 East College Avenue
State College, PA 16801
(814) 574-7935
WWW.psecu.com
Credit Unions

......
.........

Chamber Member Discount

Working to meet the needs of our members

e e The | ®
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Web Design and Graphic Design Services

¢ The Graphic Hive offers free screen setup and delivery
on your first order of 50 T-shirts or more.

+ Free online marketing and website analysis. We will evaluate
your social media profiles, online reviews, directory listings,
and existing website and generate a report outlining where you
are excelling and where improvements can be made.

¢ Chamber Marketplace design package — we can design, print

and deliver your next Chamber Marketplace flyer for $499.95.

Includes 2,000 full-color copies at 8.5 X 117 (Excludes Chamber
distribution costs. Requires 2-week turnaround after approved design.)

For more information please contact:

The Graphic Hive
124 Reynolds Street
Suite 2
South Williamsport, PA 17702
(888) 590-3310

www.thegraphichive.com

Wiliamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce ~ 102 West Fowth Street ~ Willomsport, PR 17701
(570) 326-1971 ~ www.wiliomsport.org

Upcoming PM Exchanges...

December PM Exchange...

The Muncy Bank & Trust Company

Thursday, December 22, 2022
5:00 - 7:00 pm
201 South Market St., South Williamsport

The holiday PM Exchange at The Muncy Bank & Trust Company will
now be celebrated on December 22, just a o

little later than expected as they prepare to Muncy Ban
open their newest location. Come kick off & Trust Compﬂﬂy

the holiday season with The Muncy Bank &
Trust Company in South Williamsport. We look forward to seeing you!

January PM Exchange...
The Meadows, A Park Home Personal Care

Community

Thursday, January 26, 2023
5:00 - 7:00 pm
2160 Warrensville Road, Montoursville

tour our community, enjoy our one-of-a-kind art T

collection, and learn about all The Meadows has THE MEADO“S
to offer its residents! Be sure to bring your SISTE OMMUNIT:

business cards and we hope to see you all there!

The staff at The Meadows, A Park Home Personal
Care Community, invites you to join your fellow
Chamber Members for an evening of delicious
hors d’oeuvres and beverages as we commemorate
our 30th Anniversary! Attendees are invited to

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

Call the Chamber of Commerce today at (570) 326-1971
or visit www.williamsport.org to make your reservations.

Sy Sy

i WISHING YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES &

A SAFE, FUN-FILLED HOLIDAY SEASON
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

FROM THE STAFF AT YOUR CHAMBER!

The Chamber offices will be closed December 23 through

December 26 and December 30 through January 2
Ll ]

o CHAMBER connection

For a complete list of upcoming Chamber events, visit www.williamsport.org



November PM Exchange/Ribbon Cuttings

Treasure Castle Playland Hosts Willard’s Saddlery Anniversary Ribbon Cutting
PM Exchange : — :

apezen-ung podsweljipm @
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Thank you to Treasure Castle Playland for hosting a fami-
ly-oriented PM Exhange. Some members brought their kids
or grandkids to a play date. Costumed characters greeted
the attendees and the kids enjoyed playing on the slide, the
tunnel and interactive games. Ken Willis, Williamsport/
Lycoming Chamber of Commerce Membership Committee,
presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Brenda Lukasie-
wicz, The Princess, and Sharon Markle, The Queen, for
hosting a very enjoyable evening.

Congratulatwns WLllard s Saddlery on your anniversary ribbon cuttmg/ 50 years at the
current location on Westminster Drive; 125 years of continuous operation. Stop in to check
out their beautiful leather goods, clothing, shoes, accessories and more! (from [ to r) Jason
Fink, Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce,; Elsa Alexander, Taylor Alexander,
Vance Alexander, Sue Quigel, Ron Quigel, Sara See, Katie See, & Amy See, Commissioner
Scott Metzger & Leslie Mayes of the Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce Mem-
bership Committee.

On a Whim Past & Present Ribbon Cutting Centered Earth Ribbon Cutting

O Congratulations, Centered Earth, on your newly remodeled
Congratulations, On a Whim Past & Present, on your grand opening and ribbon cutting! studio, located at 21 Kristi Road, Muncy. Centered Earth
Check out their new location on the Golden Strip! Stocked with a wide selection of collect- ~ Provides creative fun for people of all ages and abilities in
ables, antiques, primitive & estate items. a welcoming, community-oriented art studio and gallery.
Classes include ceramics, jewelry, weaving, painting, glass,
fibers, sculpture, and year-round children’s programs.

we UOIOBUUOD Y HHINVHD
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o CHAMBER connection

Student needs at forefront of school district’s goals

By MIKE REUTHER

Sun-Gazette Correspondent

With their eyes on the future, Loyalsock
Township School District administrators,
teachers and school board members are em-
bracing change to bring about the best over-
all education for their students.

Perhaps the most tangible evidence of
change is the buildings construction project
under way in the district.

Highlights of the project include new
classrooms at Donald Schick Elementary
School and a completely updated cafeteria
at he building as well as additional rooms

for students, according to District Superin- = 7

tendent Dr. Gerald McLaughlin.

The high school is getting a new gymna-
sium and renovations and expansions to the
food service area.

McLaughlin noted that facilities im-
provements are possible because the district
is in a strong financial position.

Loyalsock is a district of nearly 1,600 &

students bringing a solid education both
academically and in its extra-curricular of-
ferings.

“No matter what a student is inter-
ested in, we have something for them,”
McLaughlin said. “We have many, many
AP (Advanced Placement) courses. We are
part of the Lycoming Career and Technolo-
gy Center consortium.”

COVID -19 with its new and unique
challenges to school districts was at least
partly responsible for changes to Loyalsock.

There has been, for example, an In-
creased awareness to address mental health
issues.

“We are one of the first school districts to
add a trauma counselor,” he said.

Among the curriculum changes is the ad-
dition of a Pre-Kindergarten program in the
district currently enrolling 24 children.

McLaughlin noted there was a good rea-
son for bringing Pre-K to Loyalsock.

“We discovered we had learning gaps,”
he said. “It was something I wanted to ex-
plore. We just knew we had a need.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

Students work on a science project in lab biotech at Loyalsock Township School District

In recent years, administrators and
teachers found that many children simply
weren’t ready for school by the time they
entered kindergarten.

McLaughlin and other school officials
pitched the concept to the school board ear-
lier this year.

Marc Walter, Pre-K through Second
Grade Principal, said the program is going
well in its first year with students enrolled in
morning and afternoon sessions.

“The goal is to get them ready for kinder-
garten,” Pre-K teacher Jackie Puckey said.

Ashley Sekel, middle school principal,
noted the benefits of the iready program for
students in kindergarten to eighth grade.

“It’s a basically a learning pathway to
support mainly reading and math,” she said.

Iready is described as personalized learn-

ing time for 45 minutes per week.

There exists a need, McLaughlin said,
for many students to learn at their own lev-
els.

Students looking to get a jump on aca-
demic instruction include eighth graders en-
rolled in Algebra I.

“We identified a group of eighth grad-
ers we think are ready for advanced math,”
middle school math teacher Jennifer Bom-
boy said.

She noted that many students are initial-
ly challenged by the prospect of taking Al-
gebra I one year early, but the benefits seem
to be in evidence.

“We’ve been very successful in the Key-
stone Exams specific to Algebra 1,” she
said.

Brad Grey, a teacher and science depart-

ment chair, offers a unique class allowing
students to apply science to everything from
forensics to common medical issues.

“We do mock crime scenes and go into
forensic investigations,” he said. “It’s like
the application of biology.”

It’s all part of what Grey calls “thinking
out of the box” for the approximately 20
students in grades 10 to 12 enrolled in the
class.

Overall, many students excel academi-
cally at Loyalsock and continue their edu-
cation at institutions of higher learning.

McLaughlin noted that agreements with
universities allow students to earn college
credits while still in high school to help
better prepare them for college and further

(See STUDENT, Page 7)



Student needs at foretront of school district’s goals

(From Page 6)
learning.

The high school has been consistently rec-
ognized by U.S. News and World Report Best
High Schools.

The district points to a proud tradition of
athletics and extracurricular activities.

David Timi, middle school band director,
noted that many Loyalsock kids are involved
in music and are demonstrating passion for it
at a time when other districts are experiencing
dwindling numbers in musical programs.

“We had a successful marching band sea-
son,” he said.

Students put on concerts and other musical
programs, and in March, the jazz band will go
to Harrisburg to play at the state capitol.

“We are super fortunate to have a supportive
community,” Timi said.

Special programs such as Odyssey of the
Mind and Vex Robotics have challenged Loy-
alsock students to successfully compete among
the best and the brightest from other schools.

Recently, the district brought back its Vet-
eran’s Day event at the elementary school with
approximately 75 veterans attending the stu-
dent program.

“This is just one small example of how our
students rise to the occasion to show their sup-
port,” McLaughlin said.

Meanwhile, the district receives solid paren-
tal and community support.

“Parents will do anything for their kids,”
McLaughlin said.

He gives much credit as well to the many
employees of the district.

“From students getting on the bus in the
morning, getting breakfast from our food
service personnel and receiving a welcome
greeting from our secretarial staff, these touch-
points contribute to the success of our students
throughout the school day,” McLaughlin stat-
ed. “Our facilities are very clean, and this adds
to the educational experience. Students and
staff appreciate the work that our custodial and
maintenance staff do on a daily basis.”

McLaughlin feels the future is bright for the
district.

“This is the first year since COVID we’ve
been back to full programs,” he said.

apezen-ung podsweljipm °
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PHOTOS PROVIDED
Above, a
student in the
Loyalsock

Township Pre-K

program shows
off his drawing
to their teacher.
Left, Children
enrolled in Loy-
alsock Town-
ship School
District’s Pre-K
program pause
from play dur-
ing a morning
session.
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The Sottish R lpseents eventtul

BETHANY BARRETT

bbarrett@sungazette.com

The Valley of Williamsport
Scottish Rite, located at 348 Mar-
ket Street, offers several elegant
and unique spaces that can be rent-
ed by the general public.

Events that are often held in the
building include wedding ceremo-
nies, receptions, school dances, re-
unions, banquets, dinner theaters,
business meetings, conventions,
dance recitals, stage shows and
concerts.

The building’s event spaces
include the Acacia Club, Auditori-
um, Grand Banquet Hall and “Lit-
tle Theater.”

“The 348 Market entrance
opens into the Acacia Club area,
completed in 1910, which features
classic elegance on two levels with
an open space in the center. It fea-
tures marbled columns, a terrazzo
and tile floor, and ornate wood-
work,” Bruce Huffman, Business
Manager/Fraternal Secretary said.
“This space is a favorite for wed-
ding receptions and proms,” he
added.

“Just south of this entrance
are the stained-glass doors for
the entrance to the Auditorium
and Grand Banquet Hall, built in
1968. The auditorium features a
large stage, dressing rooms, and a
seating capacity of approximately
1,180. The Grand Banquet Hall, on
the lower level, can easily accom-
modate up to 650 guests seated at
tables,” Huffman said.

The William Howard Memorial
entrance, first opened in 1903, is
located on East Fourth Street.

“This part of the building con-
tains the “Little Theater” which
is perfect for a wedding ceremo-
ny, dinner theater, or reception. A

A wedding ceremony is set up at the Scottish Rite at 348 Market Street.

large dressing room area is also
available,” Huffman said.

The Valley of Williamsport
Scottish Rite got its start in 1899.
At the time, 28 members of the
Valley of Bloomsburg, living in
Williamsport, petitioned to have
a dispensation granted to open a
Lodge of Perfection in William-
sport.

“This was followed by the insti-
tution of three additional Bodies,
which were granted in 1901. After
initially meeting in the Masonic

Temple, the Valley of William-
sport began construction on its
own building in 1902, with funds
provided by one of its members,
William Howard,” Huffman said.
“The funds to begin construc-
tion on the Acacia Club in 1909,
were provided by three additional
members: John L. Hall, Timothy S.
Clark, and David A. Howe,” Huff-
man said. “All four benefactors
had made their fortunes in large
part from the lumber industry in
Williamsport,” he added.

In addition to caring for its
members, Williamsport Scottish
Rite has been involved in helping
and donating to several local char-
ities over the years through finan-
cial and/or in-kind contributions.

“Our building will be the site
for an American Red Cross blood
drive on January 27, 2023,” Huff-
man said.

The office is generally open
from 8 am. — 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday, except major hol-
idays. Rented spaces can usually

PHOTOS PROVIDED

be used any day of the week until
midnight.

“For a worry-free experience in
one of the area’s most elegant set-
tings, Williamsport Scottish Rite
is ready to help you create a tru-
ly special and memorable event,”
Huffman said.

To learn more, visit The Val-
ley of Williamsport Scottish Rite
at their website at www.william-
sportscottishrite.org or Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/wil-
liamsportscottishrite.



By SETH NOLAN

Sun-Gazette Correspondent

Vannucei Foto & Video adapts with the times

Vannucci Foto & Video has
adapted to 75 years of change, but
one thing remains at its core: fam-
ily.

The shop, at 8 W. Fourth St, in
Downtown Williamsport, is owned
and operated by Ryan and Beth
Rafferty.

The business specializes in
museum quality printing, photo
restorations and manipulation,
photo enhancements, and slide and
negative transfers, video transfers,
video editing, and video content
creation.

“Additionally, we specialize
in custom framing and matting,”
Ryan Rafferty said. “We have been
at the cutting edge of photography,
videography and audio services for
over 75 years, which allows us to
offer specialized services for all
the technologies that have been
available for close to eight dec-
ades.”

The Rafferty’s took over the
business in 2000 and have proudly
carried the tradition that the Van-
nucci family started.

“My family was approached
about buying the business for two
main reasons,” Ryan Rafferty said.
“There was a desire of the founder
to keep the shop a family-run busi-
ness. The second was the knowl-
edge and experience of my father,
Mike Rafferty, and the lab expe-
rience of my brother and brother-
in-law Brennan Rafferty and Joe
Nevill. For our family, it was an
honor to take over a business with
such a fine reputation and a chance
to work together.”

Each member of the Rafferty
family involved in the business
has brought their own unique tal-
ents and skills to the business over

the years.

“My father started as a photo-
journalist for local papers,” Raffer-
ty said.

Ryan Rafferty’s brother and
brother-in-law ran and worked at
corporate photo labs.

“As for my wife and I, we both
joined the business as the digital
revolution took over in the early
2000s. We have been training in
all the latest cameras, software,
and printers since they began to
emerge on the market,” Rafferty
said.

Since the Vannucci’s began the
business in 1947, a lot has changed
in the technology used. The
Rafferty’s have worked diligently
to remain aware and involved in
the newest products to offer their
customers.

“Our business changes as
quickly as technology changes,”
Rafferty said. “We are constantly
learning and updating in order to
keep up with a business landscape
that changes by the day.”

Most recently, Vannucci Foto &
Video transferred 8mm film reels

from the 1920s into high definition [
4k digital files for a professional |

presentation.

“The different tools and tech-
nologies for this one job spanned
close to a century,” Rafferty said.

Although the Rafferty’s have
owned the business for decades
now, they still enjoy a relationship
with the Vannucci’s.

Within days of taking over the
shop, Putsee Vannucci, the found-
er, and his wife became regulars at
the store.

“Putsee’s presence and knowl-
edge were invaluable when it came
to the quality of our products and
traditional ~ customer  service,”’
Rafferty said. “The Vannucci fam-
ily are valued friends to this day.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Vannucci’s Foto & Video, above, is located at 8 W. Fourth Street.

They attended our Grand Opening
when we moved downtown and
still stop in for work and visits reg-
ularly.”

For the Rafferty’s, running
the business has been an ongoing
source of pride and lifelong mem-
ories.

“Every day is literally work-
ing in a highlight reel,” Raffery

said. “We are lucky enough to see
Christmas, birthdays, and special
occasions every day in pictures
and film. For us fixing a damaged
family heirloom, printing a set of
baby pictures, or transferring home
movies to a format that allows a
family to view it for the first time
is an honor to be part of and a high-
light every time.”

Moving forward, the hopes for
the future are simple. “We strive to
be as synonymous with quality as
possible,” Rafferty said. “We hope
to be the place that our community
continues to trust with the care and
preservation of their memories.
We simply want to keep carrying
on the fine reputation that we have
been honored with.”
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Axe of Faith brings fun activity to uncy area

By MARK MARONEY
Williamsport Sun-Gazette

MUNCY — Three years ago, John T. Henninger
went to his best friend’s birthday party at an axe throw-
ing venue and decided to give it a try. That sparked a
sharp idea.

Henninger wanted to open an axe throwing busi-
ness that would help grow the sport of axe throwing as
a recreational activity for family and friends, as well
as increase the competitive side of the sport through
leagues and tournaments.

That is when he got together with his wife, Lisa;
brother-in-law, Michael Myers and friends Christie
and Mike Badger.

“I thought, ‘We need one in our area,”” Henninger,
who goes by JT, said.

The axe throwing club would become known as
Axe of Faith because this is a Christian owned busi-
ness. The name openly declares that faith. It’s also a
fun play on words because sometimes it truly is an act
of faith when people throw their first axe.

Through Axe of Faith, the owners see an opportu-
nity to provide a community atmosphere that not only
looks different but feels different. Customers may not
always be ready for Jesus, but they’ll immediately feel
welcomed and at home when they walk through the
door.

The owners give back to the community through
a program they call “Random Axe of Kindness” by
donating to local charities.

“We give back because we appreciate what we have
received,” Henninger said.

The sport has grown across the nation.

It can be seen on the popular ESPN Sports Network
as the World Axe Throwing League.

“We wanted it to be more than recreation,” Hen-
ninger said. “We wanted it to grow here in north cen-
tral Pennsylvania,” he said. It has.

It has a major presence on Facebook, with axe
league members following the latest information and
news.

Today, there are three different leagues at Axe of
Faith. One is recreational (partners). One is an Official
World Axe Throwing League (WATL) competitive
league. The third is an all-women’s league on Fridays.
Women do compete evenly in the other leagues, but
the Bad Axe Women’s League provides an atmosphere
that novice throwers feel comfortable participating in.

PHOTOS PROVIDED
Above, Customers at Axe of Faith, 10 S Market
Street, Muncy, gather for axe throwing. One cus-
tomer, left, takes aim at a wooden target with his

axe.
»
»

Golden Business Machines, Inc.

1-800-692-6217

Canon
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ADVANCE

Your Document Efficié 7‘

www.GoIdenBusiness.comﬂ‘
201 Basin Street, Williamsport, PA 17701

Serving North Central Pennsylvania for over 20 Years!

Like the
Williamsport
Sun-Gazette

fan page on
facebook




Leadership Lycoming - History and the Arts

The Leadership Lycoming Class of 2023 had their second Program
Day; History and the Arts, beginning at the Community Theatre League.
Hosts Adam Dincher, Class of 2021 and Michael McCullen, Class of 2022,
welcomed the class and gave a little background of themselves before
introducing the first presentation; tour and presentation of the Commu-
nity Theatre League by Andree Phillips, Founder/Board Chair and Seth
Sponhouse Executive Artistic Director followed by a presentation of the =  EErSSs TS EM. % & SV A"

James V. Brown Library by Barbara McGary, Executive Director, Class of ; : / | - ﬁ |
2014, Dana Brigandi, Development Director, Class of 2009 and Deb Goff l | ' | ] l I g | l | | l | l
and Shirley Alters, Friends of the James V. Brown Library. :

The class then continued to the Thomas T. Taber Museum for a pre- ]
sentation on the History of Lycoming County by Dr. John Piper, Retired Leadership Class of 2023 stands on the balcony at the Park Home.
Professor of History, Lycoming College. Lunch was provided by Ed’s Mar-
ket before the Millionaires’ Row tour, by Gina Edwards, to end at the Row-
ley House for a tour and presentation by Anthony H. Visco, Jr., Registered
Architect/Owner, Anthony H. Visco, Jr. Architects.

The afternoon continued with a tour and presentation of the Com-
munity Arts Center, by Jim Dougherty, Executive Director, Community
Arts Center/Pennsylvania College of Technology. The class continued on
to their last location at Lycoming Arts for a presentation by Debi Burch,
Class of 1998, Williamsport Lycoming Arts Council.

Thank you to our Tier 3 sponsors, James V. Brown Library, Friends
of the JVB Library and First National Bank! Thank you to hosts Adam
Dincher and Michael McCullen. Special thank you to River Valley Transit
for our transportation for the Millionaire’s Row Tour. And thank you to
Christopher Gayman, Lycoming Engines, Amanda Falls, Hope Enterpris-
es, and Kevin Fountain, Little League International.
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- The Leadership class toured the Community Theatre League during His-
4 tory and the Arts Day. Thank you to Andree Phillips, Board Chair and
m Founder, for a wonderful history of the CTL.

GRGER Wttt Dantte " First National Bank

Debi Burch, William-
sport Lycoming Arts

4 Last Chance to get | Leadership Lycoming ) Council, talks to the
LeaderShiP Lycoming Rules: All numbers played straight. Winning number class .abOUt what the
Lottery Tickets! based on the PA Lottery Pick 3 Evening Number only. Arts is and how they
Winners paid within two weeks following the drawing. support the local arts
Watch the PA Lottery ST 05500 ottt o it s { communis.
Plck 3 Evenlng Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce @ 0
Drawing every night in Proceeds support the Leadership Lycoming Program  Lic. No.771
the month of January! su [ m | T [ w ] T |F[s us
January 2023 >
If your 3 digit number 1 2 3 n 5 3 7 z
matches the number $50 | $25 | $45 | $30 | $40 | $35 | $50 vy
drawn, then you win 8| o 10 11 12| 13| 14 - ~ m
that day’s prize. 525 | $35 | $40 | $25 | $25 | 945 | 935 . .
ysp 15| 16| 17| 18| 18| 20| 2 Missed a Chamber Connection newsletter? A
For more information or 5322 54:3 552"4 5"‘2’5 53‘;6 522? 350 You can find past issues on our website at 8
28 s
to purchase a ticket, s250 | $35 | $s0 | s25 | $a0 | sas | $25 www.williamsport.org g
call the Chamber at 29| 30| 31 Thank You! or search for the Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce | |®
- g 30 | ¢35 )
\_ 570-326-1971 g0 13 - ), on Facebook and look in our albums. 2-
D —— There you will find all 2022 and previous Chamber Connections. g
i f Like Leadership Lycoming on Facebook! L Oh, and don’t forget to like us! ) &




MONTOURSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE THis HoLipAy SEASON

WIN BIG

WitH LEADERSHIP Lycoming!

> THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023 Tickers ARe AvaiLasLe NOW!
F) FROM 5PM TO 7PM

) = SIMPLY SAVOR ON THE FLY
w 724 AIRPORT ROAD —_—
MONTOURSVILLE, PA 17754

Leadership Lycoming is selling raffle tickets for the month of January.
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Your $25 registration includes:
Appetizers, Dinner, Desserts and 1 (one) Drink Ticket

Enjoy beverages by Rosko’s Brew House
(cash bar available)

Register online at hitps://business.williamsport.org/events by January 10, 2023

Each numbered raffle ticket will give you 31 chances to win. When the
PA Lottery Pick 3 evening number is drawn and it matches your
number, then you win that day’s prize. Prizes range from $25 to $250.

(Winners are paid two weeks following the drawing)

Help us make this evening a success with your 3 Leadership Lycoming Get your tickets now >
‘ B e sty Ll s e Paar before they are gone! A
$200 SPONSORSHIP! EACH TOKET COSY 45,0 ONLY 1000 TCKETS S04 They make great stocking - id
Your sponsorship includes: Lo omnionng shifffers ora gift for.that g
. . su [ M [ T [ w7t [Fls hard-to-buy-for person or % s
+ 2 complimentary tickets to the event iy 20 000 a small thank you gift.
+ Company logo displayed at the event ss0 | a5 | sa | sso | se0 | sss | 530 Contact Leadership y
8 9 10 1 12 13 14 = 4 -.. ’h‘
+ Company logo will appear on all advertising for the event e T et Lycoming t_o purChase;','; ¥
s30 | sas | ss0 | se0 | sso0 | s25 | s3 your tickets: . e .(.,
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 M - ¥ }.
5250 | 535 | ss0 | s25 | s40 | sas | S25 570-326-1971 : ¢ ‘n» :
29 0 31 Thank Youl T3 , i S
SCI ENCE FESTIVA sa0 | 330 | s35 or visit the Chamber at g & %
Thursday, February 16,2023 Name__ S— 102W. Fourth Street IR, 8
Addvess____ P Williamsport. " #i LT

4 Pennsylvania College of Technology

Phone.

= b FIELD HOUSE — b
4 Ermail B b

5-8 p.m.
Open to the public (up to 500 attendees expected)

Science festival is geared toward elementary and middle
school students and their families. Hands-on activities and

demons?rati_ons should b§ STEM-related and encourage @@ming @umt'g
exploration in the STEM fields of study. W]ﬂ@i@f@ nter

(s —
f Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to spark excitement

about STEM (science, math, engineering, and technology) o
in our youth.
Reserve your FREE booth today.

c
o Booths are limited and available first come, first served.
=
8 [OYes, we would like to exhibit.
: EVENT COORDINATED BY Company
S Address MONDAY CLOSED
o ggﬁggglg;gghmlogy Contact name TUESDAY 10:00am - 3:00pm
m A Penn State Affiliate Phone WEDNESDAY 10:00am - 3:00pm
Email
E How many tables (6" x 30”) will you need? THURSDAY 10:Ooam - 3:00pm
E How many chairs will you need? ___ FRIDAY 102000111 = 3:00pm
How many electrical outlets will you need? SATURDAY CLOSED
g Additional setup requirements SUNDAY CLOSED
(@] ]L LYCOMING  ......compietedtom o rer
CO LLEG E < K-12 Outreach, DIF 129 < k12@pct.edu 2 WILLIAMSPORT
i o e gy Orsonpaninet e s SCoNTING counT




Chamber Holds Thanksgiving P1e Day 5K Run/Walk

Keeping up with the Thanksgiving morning tradition, the Chamber
held the 6th Annual Pie Day 5k Run/Walk. Over 500 runners & walkers
began the race at Court and Fourth Streets in downtown Williamsport and
ended at the Chamber offices on 4th and Pine Streets. In keeping with the
events donations, a portion of the proceeds were donated to local charities
including K’s for Cancer, created in memory of Justin Flannery Hilton,
and the YMCA Livestrong Program benefitting their Cancer Survivors
Program.

Thank you to the Pie Day 5k Run/Walk Sponsors; Geisinger, EQT,
UPMC, Traditional Home Care, Wood Whims, Cheryle & Jim Fink, The
Muncy Bank & Trust Company, Hutchinson Realty Development LLC,
and UGI Utilities.

Awards were given to overall Male & Female winner and top 3 Male &
Female Runners in each age group. Pies were given to 1st place winners in
all categories. Congratulations to all the winners!
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2022 SANTA EXPRENS

et ALLISON

OBell Hponsor _Ciocca  CamunionPfponsor
Dealerships Wy, LY CONING
Geisinger EQT Wegmans
%am %MMMG

CHARTWELL JSSB " Gaetano
o it Family

UPMC

CHEMSTREAM

AECARLOADC PHESS

mminn

Brought to the community through the partnership of
the Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce,
SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority, Lycoming Valley
Railroad, Penn Valley Railroad and above sponsors.

REVO IVI n g Loan Fu n d Ly Chamber Members...Have Your Business Featured ‘2
To assist businesses with their financial needs for in the Chamber Connection! It’s Free!
construction, renovations, equipment purchases and Showcase your business in our monthly newsletter.

. . It’s published inside the Sun-Gazette on the first Wednesday of each month.
working capital.

To be featured on the cover, we require 10+ years as a member.
To be featured as a Legacy Member, we require 20+ years as a member.

Information and applications available online:

Newer to the Chamber? Our ‘New Business’ and

WWW.Wi”iamSDOFt.Org ‘Small Business’ features are a great way to promote yourself.
or call Bo Hornbe rger Contact Sharon Jones at sjones@williamsport.org
at 570-326-1971 E_I or (570) 320-4202 for more information. rE




Chamber Recognizes
High School Students

The Education Committee of the Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Com-
merce would like to recognize the following students for their hard work and
achievements as the Student of the 1st Quarter for their high school.
Congratulations!

| I.
Emma Freidhof
Hughesville High School

Gavin Rine
Montgomery High School

Cy Cavanaugh
Loyalsock High School

Fograats
7% g i

Mark Roman

Christian Smith Lacy Eckard
Montoursville High School Muncy High School St. John Neumann Regional
Academy

/)

Miah Jones Adalyn Bower Nicolas Cremer
Williamsport Area High Jersey Shore Area High South Williamsport
School School Area High School

#F WILLIAMSPORT

Yoo

1™ OTLEGGER TOUR

LIBATIONS & ADVENTURE AWAIT!
Prince Farrington’s Bootlegger Tour is a
year-round, self-guidec 1g adventure, designed
for you to explor your own pace.

*Passport holders must M-ﬂmnﬁ‘rﬂdﬂhpﬂﬂlﬂpﬂlﬂﬂn&qﬂzmﬂpﬂﬁmm i permitted,

o ‘e

Upcoming Ribbon Cutting

ACME BBQ Ribbon Cutting &

Grand Opening
Friday, December 9, 2022

ACME BBQ...delicious as you remember!
Meet the new owners, Amber & Chris Snyder!
Grab lunch with us & enjoy your ACME
favorites.

Location: 445 Market Street, Williamsport
Ribbon Cutting @ 11:00am

Open for lunch 11:00am-3:00pm

Es o

Chamber Members...
Do you have a new business, location or special occasion for
your company?
Are you interested in a ribbon cutting or open house?
Contact Taryn Hartle for more information at 570-320-4209.
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THANK YOU T0 OUR SPONSORS
Il S R R = e s
Geisingerdda UPMC EGT

Energy to do more®

THE WILLTAMSPORT/LYCOMING CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS PROUD TO PARTNER WITH THE WILLIAMSPORT TROLLEYS
AND RIVER VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY ON THE TOUR OF LIGHTS.

Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce 102 W. Fourth Street, Williamsport, PA 17701
www.williamsport.org www.visitlycomingcounty.com www.leadershiplycoming.org




