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o CHAMBER connection

The Chamber View
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Member Renewals

Received between December 23 and January 26
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The Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce
Education Committee -
Invites you to our Twentieth Annual

Education Celebration

l Featured Awards I

Thursday, March 25, 2021

or call the Chamber at 570-326-1971 Alummni of theYear

Registration: 5:30 p.m.
Program: 6:00 p.m. = 8:00 p.m.
Bald Birds Brewing Company Dutstanding Educator
220 Shaffer Lane, Jersey Shore Outstanding Senior of the Year
Te h-'r Required Businoss Partnoer in Education

Williamsport/Lycoming ¢
Chamber of Commerce j
135th Annual Meeting

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

8:00AM - 9:00AM

Bald Birds Brewing Company
220 Shaffer Lane, Jersey Shore

Ragistration Dpana at T-300M
Prograrm Begins gt 5:D0AM
Lighl Braabiast inchaded

Join us as we review the accomplishments of 2020
and look ahead to developing an even better
Lycoming County in 2021.

Although our usual award presentation will not take place, we will still show
the accomplishments of the Chamber in a video which woulc like to share
with our members,

We encourage you to attend to be a part of our unique Annyal Meeting!
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o CHAMBER connection

Leadership Lycoming 1s accepting
applieations for the Class of 2022
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February’s PM Exchange...

Bald Birds Brewing Company
Thureday, February 11, 2021
500 - 7:00 pm
2320 Shafler Lane, Jersey Share
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i Chamber Members. _ .
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Pariigpale in 3 FREE ribhon culim ceremomd
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imueleng@uilizmsport om

Welcome New Chamber

Members!
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Chamber Member Discount

Lovling o meest the neads of owr membes

(fnrr_g s Chocolates

B —

Handerafted Chocolates

Custom is key Lo our recipe
Your chocolates will be a unique creatioa
i suit any purpose—eifis, thank vou's, incemtives,
of anything you o need 0 make that extra impact.

15%% Discount for Willia GVET it Ly conuin L
Chamber of Commerce Members

FEAEerawal prrved B regreesied o Wb W of prgerimg.)
(S pecfrictions may s §

For myore information |:'!-|-|.'u.:1|." coniact:

Lang’s Chovalates
350 Pine Streel
Williamsport, P4 17701
{570) 3236320

vwwow. langschocalates, com

Hibpmeeoetilsnomning Chombey of L oimmennes - 1L

(5RO} k- 1971

1 W Ve Sheat - ibormoot, BA 17700
o TTLTRITE |y o4 e ]

For a complete list of upcoming Chamber events, visit www.williamsport.org



Leadership Lycoming Learns Abnut Education

The Leadersing Lyoomng Class
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o CHAMBER connection

Malee Law Firm helps people plan ahead

By JONATHAN
BERGMUELLER
Jbergmueller@sungazette.com

Malee Law Firm can help solidify legal situations
after the fact, but Jim Malee believes in looking ahead.

Malee Law Firm, located at 310 E. Third St., Wil-
liamsport, focuses on estate planning, elder law, estate
administration, elder care and orphan-courts.

Nobody should neglect legal preparations in those ar-
eas, according to Malee. That’s where he comes in.

“It’s to be proactive, it’s to plan ahead,” Malee said.

Perhaps the most obvious way of planning ahead is
setting and updating a will. Malee explained Pennsylva-
nia automatically create a will for residents — and some
people do not like it, according to Malee.

Writing a will is about making sure when someone
dies, their assets are distributed to the right people in the
correct manner, according to Malee.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the spectrum, proac-
tivity for younger adults means ensuring that if they are
in an accident and are incapacitated, they have the right
people making financial and medical decisions for them.

Part of planning ahead includes solidifying wills,
but it also means looking at how people will pay when
they go into nursing homes. It is about protecting assets
ahead of time, Malee said.

Malee does not profess to be a general practice law-
yer — his team doesn’t handle divorces, nor do they typ-
ically handle personal injury. Malee Law Firm focuses
almost exclusively on estate planning, elder law, estate
administration, elder care and orphan-court.

In fact, Malee Law Firm’s expertise in the focused
legal issues they pursue allows them to excel in those
areas, Malee said.

“Plus, we stay involved and up-to-date with the latest
issues. We go to statewide conferences and stay abreast
with changing laws,” Malee said.

“We do aggressive planning — tried and true plan-
ning,” Malee said.

Malee first moved to Lycoming County from Tacoma,
Washington, to practice law in 1990. After two years of
working with others, he set up his own private practice,
Malee Law Firm, and has been offering legal services in
the area ever since.

Malee is joined by Stephanie Tambesco, his office
manager, who also helps deal in estate administra-
tion. Tambesco also helps run a 501c3 nonprofit called

(See MALEE, Page 7)

PHOTO PROVIDED
Jim Malee stands in the Malee Law Firm office at
310 E. Third Street.

The Williamsport Sun-Gazette
is printed on newsprint which
contains recycled material

Canon

6 limageRUNNER
: ADVANCE

Golden Business Machines, Inc.
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www.GoIdenBusiness.comh
201 Basin Street, Williamsport, PA 17701

Serving North Central Pennsylvania for over 20 Years!




Malee Law Firm helps people plan ahead

(From Page 6)

“Susquehanna Guardians and Advisors, Inc,” which acts |
as a court-appointed guardian for individuals who have
nobody else the court could appoint as a guardian.

“We have stepped up into that position and are helping
people in the community who are at the end of the road
and don’t have family or friends to help them out,” Malee
said.

Tambesco and Malee are joined by Jess Gray, a secre-
tary and receptionist, who is also involved in the elder law
aspect of the law firm. Malee hinted at the potential for |
expansion, but said he prefers to keep his business small
and his overhead low.

Malee said having lower business expenses helps keep
prices affordable for customers.

“You get the personal attention — you are going to get
to know the people and staff working with you,” Malee
said.

After a few move-arounds, Malee finally came to rest
its East Third Street (and Basin) location, which has its
own parking lot which increases accessibility, Malee said.
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Above, Malee § @

Law Firm is
located at 310 |§
Here at Marco, we specialize E. Third Street.
in business IT. We know it. nght, Malee 1_
We live it. And we speak stands in front
its language. of the busi- 3]
ness

mar co-

taking technology further

The Williamsport Sun-Gazette
is printed on newsprint which
contains recycled material
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Faxon Cleaners serves region since 1920s

By PAT CROSSLEY

pcrossley@sungazette.com

For almost 100 years, the Eck
family has been serving the Wil-
liamsport area’s dry cleaning
needs. Passed from generation to
generation, the business began
in 1927 with the current owner’s
great-grandfather on Park Avenue
and is now owned by Michael Eck,
who took over the business in 2019
from his dad, Garth.

Michael Eck recently shared the
history of his family’s business.

In the beginning it was known
as Handy Dollar Cleaner. The
name then became Eck’s Cleaners
and Dyers in 1935. In 1956, Eck’s
grandfather moved the business to
Loyalsock Township where it has
operated as Faxon Cleaners ever
since.

Longtime residents of the area
are familiar with the quonset hut-
style building, which originally
housed the storefront and the plant
for the business since it opened in
the township. Then in 2001, the
retail side of the business was ex-
panded into building next door to
the unique structure. The produc-
tion side of the business now occu-
pies the original building.

When the Eck family first began
their journey in the cleaning busi-
ness, fashions were very different
than today’s.

“That was back in the Roaring
20’s when everybody wore suits a
lot. Wool was what everybody was
wearing,” said Eck.

Through the years, the busi-
ness has adapted to accommodate
changes in fashion preferences.

“There was a shift in what peo-
ple were wearing. People stopped
wearing so much wool. They
stopped dressing up so much,” Eck

said. In the 1970’s there was a pol-
yester fad.

“We’ve constantly had to shift
and change with the different fash-
ions of the time,” he added.

Along the way, the business

has also branched out, offering 2
expanded services, such as pick- [}

up and delivery as well as add-
ing two additional stores, one in
Bloomsburg and one in Danville.
Their service area now includes the
entire Susquehanna Valley, from
Wellsboro, Mansfield, Lock Haven
down to Lewisburg and Sunbury.

“We have three or four trucks on
the road every day,” Eck said..

The range of services has also
increased, according to Eck, who
noted that the logo of Faxon Clean-
ers is “We do it all.”

“Anything you need cleaned,
we can do,” he said.

This includes anything from
drapes, all clothing, rugs, suedes
and leathers, purses, sneakers and
UGGS.

He noted that suedes and leath-
ers are sent to a professional furrier
for cleaning.

Faxon has also expanded the
business to include shoe repair in
addition to all of the dry cleaning
services.

Eck said that they have teamed
up with Champion Shoe Repair at
Lewisburg to offer customers full-
sole and minor repairs for their
footwear.

This past year, like many busi-
nesses, Faxon Cleaners experi-
enced a decrease in business be-
cause of the pandemic.

When the governor ordered a
shutdown last year Faxon Cleaners
initially thought they might have to
shut down, Eck said.

“We thought we may be forced
to when the governor first came out

|

wuumam m!\m\\ '

]

PHOTOS PROVIDED

At top, Handy Dollar Cleaner
which was located at the cor-
ner of Park Avenue and Center
Street, was the original loca-
tion for Faxon Cleaners all
the way back in 1927. At right,
Michael Eck, owner, stands in
front of Faxon Cleaners vans
at the 1313 Washington Bivd.
location.

with his original list. Dry cleaners A

were considered essential since like

World War II. But then when Wolf B

came out with his non-life sustain-
ing industries we were somehow
left off of that for like a day. Then
they re-thought that maybe peo-
ple in a cleaning business during a
health pandemic might be a good
thing,” he said.

With the pandemic also came
a change in lifestyle. Fewer wed-
dings, proms being canceled and
just people not holding social
events or dining out has brought a
decrease in business. Faxon offers
brides a wedding dress preserva-
tion service and a tailor who does
alterations on bridal gowns, which

if there are no weddings, these ser-
vices are moot. Businesses work-
ing remotely also brought a de-
creased need for business attire as
well as people not attending church
services in person affected the dry
cleaning business.

“It’s picking up, but without
those big functions, people just
aren’t going out as much and if they
do, the dress codes have relaxed a

little bit. Even if you’re in an office
building, you might get away with
apolo instead of a button down and
a suit and tie,” he said.

Whatever is next in future of
Faxon Cleaners, Eck is certain that
it will remain a family business.

“I’ve go three kids who all have
said, at one point or another, ‘I'm
going to run it when I get older,””
he said.



One Focus is all about property management

By MIKE REUTHER

mreuther@sungazette.com

One Focus Property Manage-
ment is the kind of business much
needed in Williamsport and the
surrounding area.

“We do residential business
management for real estate inves-
tors,” Jennifer Ruelens, a broker
and co-founder of the company,
said.

Nineteen people, including
Jennifer’s sister, Jessica Ruelens,
are employed at the growing com-
pany located in Williamsport’s
Millionaires Row section on West
Fourth Street.

“There was no property man-

agement here until this started,” |

Jessica, the company’s business [

development manager, said.
The sisters say they are excited
about where the business is going.

“I left a good life and career to 23

join this,” Jessica said. “We all be-
lieve this is going to work.”

Jennifer said she is excited
about working with her sister.

The sisters say they are close
and seem to share the same goals
for the business while bringing
different talents and experiences
to the table.

“I have a real strong property
management background,” Jen-
nifer said.

She traces the origin of the
business to 2012.

Fish Real Estate, Williamsport,
is the sister company and through
a partnership, One Focus can offer
clients services for all their real es-
tate transactions.

Overall, the business manages
625 properties in Lycoming and
Clinton counties, many of them
single and multi-family residenc-
es.

“lI do manage some commer-
cial properties,” Jennifer said.

She noted how the company
looks out for landlords and ten-
ants.

“Our portfolio is doing well.
We have a 97-percent occupancy
rate and a 1-percent eviction rate,”
she said.

Added Jessica: “We do a thor-
ough job of serving tenants. We
don’t make exceptions.”

COVID-19 posed its share of
problems for many businesses, but
Jennifer feels the company was
well positioned from the outset of

the pandemic to get through it.

“We didn’t know what would
happen back in mid-March,”
she said. “We saw our business
change.”

She said the business has man-
aged to successfully respond to
the needs of clients.

“We were very well suited to
meet this crisis,” Jessica added.

Jennifer has been with the busi-
ness since its inception, while Jes-
sica joined up more recently after
moving to the area from York.

“My background is in busi-
ness development and marketing
for professional services,” Jessica
said. “I was willing to make the
move. Now we are turning the tide
and focusing on growth.”

The move of the headquarters
this month to its present location
from 948 W. Third St. was to ac-
commodate the growth including
the addition of employees.

“Growth is our goal,” Jessica
said.

The business includes the man-

MIKE REUTHER/Sun- Gazeﬂe
The staff of One Focus Property Management gather at the new headquarters for the business in the 400 block of West Fourth
Street.

agement side as well as a team of
maintenance people who look out
for the properties.

The challenges of the business,
Jennifer said, include simply ful-
filling all the work required in
managing so many properties.

The sisters say they like where
the company is going.

“We are moving into a very
nice building space,” Jessica said.
“Now it’s time to put the pedal to
the metal.”
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o CHAMBER connection

Paris Healthcare Linen Services helps durmg pandemlc

By MALLORIE McILWAIN

mmcilwain@sungazette.com

What started as a dry-cleaning
business over 100 years ago by Mr.
August Paris, is now a Healthcare
Laundry Accreditation Council ac-
credited and Hygienically Clean
certified business with three pro-
duction plants.

“We’ve grown exponentially,”
Stephanie Spotts, human resources
and safety manager, said.

Paris Healthcare Linen Services
specializes in sterile and non-ster-
ile healthcare linens including bed-
ding, patient gowns and more.

The three plants in William-
sport, DuBois and Ravenna, Ohio,
work to service local hospitals,
nursing homes and doctor’s offic-
es.

“This has had a positive impact
on Paris Healthcare Linen Services
so that Paris can service more cus-
tomers with care,” Spotts added.

The business helps service
the healthcare industry by tak-
ing “soiled” linens and putting
them through a cleaning process
through Paris washers and dryers,
some get folded and ironed from
their specific machinery, and then
transported back to hospitals, nurs-
ing and long-term homes and local
doctor’s offices.

The local plant provides servic-
es as far as Philadelphia, Harris-
burg, New York and New Jersey.

They also serve many of the lo-
cal facilities.

The business, which started in
1918 as Paris Veri-Safe Dryclean-
ers by Mr. August Paris in Brock-
way, was bought out in 1945 for it
to be bought by Davis Sten in 1973
when it became Paris Uniform
Rental and Supply Company.

From there the business
boomed. It moved to DuBois in
1980 and expanded into another

building in 1986 just before open-
ing another plant in Williamsport
in 1995.

From there, the business contin-
ued to expand into what it is today.

Paris even continued to work
through the pandemic to help those
who were keeping our local and
state communities safe with their
sterile materials.

“We never shut down,” Spotts
said. “Hospitals still needed the
linens and we were still able to

provide them with anything that |

they needed or still need.”

The customer relationship is
also very important to Paris.

“We really care about the qual-
ity that we are serving,” Spotts
said. “The reason for our growth is
that our customers have a high re-
gard for the quality and service of
the goods we provide. The future
looks bright...we are continuing to
grow. This means more opportuni-
ties for each person who is part of
our team.”

PHOTOS PROVIDED
At top, Stephanie Spotts, Par-
is Healthcare Linen Services
human resources and safety
managetr, posing behind her
desk at the office of Paris
Healthcare Linen Services,

at 3850 Reach Road. At right
the sign out front of the busi-
ness. They service local and
out-of-state healthcare facil-
ities like hospitals, nursing
homes and doctor’s offices,

with sterile and non-sterile |

linen materials including

bedding and patient gowns. |

The employees at Paris take
the used linens from these
facilities, clean them and
transport them back to the
facilities.

COMPANIES
Healthcare Linen Service
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