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(See ACTIVE, Page 7) Serving North Central Pennsylvania for over 20 Years!
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BByy  DDEERREEKK  DDAANNNNEEKKEERR
ddanneker@sungazette.com 

A company that originally came to the area to sup-
port the oil and gas industry has continued to diversi-
fy its product range to aid the area during the COVID-
19 pandemic and beyond. 
Stallion, at 297 Beautys Run Road, has taken the

lessons of the fast-paced and flexible technologies of
the gas and oil industry and implemented them into
different businesses, said Brian Brockman, operations
manager in the Williamsport area. 
“The oil and gas industry as a whole has become

very diverse and had to adapt with the downturn in the
oil and gas market as a whole,” said Brockman.
“Natural gas is still going fairly well, and in our opin-
ion is the future of clean energy.” 
The company has divided itself into four distinct

brands to provide services in various sectors:
SIMTERY, StallionRents, StallionHauls and
StaRComm. 
Of those, the rental and communication branches

have helped significantly through the pandemic. 
StaRComm, which was started with the inception

of Stallion, offers satellite and cellular communica-
tions, as well as closed circuit TV, intercom and secu-
rity camera systems. 
Many schools have been contacting Stallion to get

quotes on providing internet sources to their students
during the pandemic. 
With the protection of citizens in mind, Lycoming

County government has also been in contact with the
service company. 
“We’ve had some very interesting technology that

we’ve adapted for COVID-19,” said Brockman,
including a touchless kiosk, which measures people’s
temperature and determines if they’re wearing a mask
before they are permitted to enter. 
StallionRents, which has recently undergone

rebranding to focus on renting equipment to local
businesses and the community, will offer an alterna-
tive to purchasing new products. 
“StallionRents is going to be a segment of our busi-

ness that we would like local business to potentially
utilize, and residents doing DIY home improvement if
they need a piece of equipment,” said Brockman. 
Additionally, the mobile offices that have been

used for years on the oilfields have again found use in
expanding the square-footage for companies seeking

Stallion diversifies to help local economy, public 

DEREK DANNEKER/Sun-Gazette

Ralph Cole III, trucking manager, steps out of the
newest truck on the Stallion lot with the recently
rebranded StallionHauls logo on the door.  
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(From Page 6)
social distance. 
SIMTERY selling SIM cards and data.
Stallion is one of the top customers of data

to Verizon and AT&T through its work in the
gas and oil sector
“That has allowed us to leverage that buy-

ing power to the general consumer for less,”
said Brockman. “We’re gonna see a lot of
groups in that space. Everything’s connected
these days, any device that’s connected via
cellular, we can help save companies
money.” 
With all the ways Stallion is working to

diversify, they will still be working in the gas
and oil sector. 
“We don’t think, by any way shape or

form, that gas is going away,” said
Brockman. “There’s a very strong presence
here, especially in Williamsport, Lycoming
County and in Tioga, Bradford and
Susquehanna counties.” 
“All these counties are going to have a lot

of activity for the foreseeable future,” he
added. 

DEREK DANNEKER/Sun-Gazette

Above, Madalyn Collins, a
sales consultant with Stallion,
drives a truck with the new
StallionHauls logo on the dri-
verʼs side door. Left, working
to convert a storage container
to a mobile office, Ethan
Quinn, a carpenter with
Stallion, uses a plasma cutter
to remove a section of metal
for further manufacturing. 
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In donating to local first
responders, one local bank said
its giving patterns are a mirror of
a community who cares.
“We’re a giving bank, not

because of what we say, but
because of what we do,” said
Richard A. Grafmyre, CEO of
Penns Woods Bancorp Inc.
Across all branches the bank

holding company donated more
than $25,000 to first responders
in six counties, with the Jersey
Shore State Bank branches giv-
ing more than $19,000 of that
sum. 
“We have a tremendous

amount of respect for first
responders and quite frankly, we
believe that a lot of volunteers
don’t get recognized,” he said. 
The money was donated

without any “strings attached”
and those volunteer companies
who received money were
allowed to spend it however they
see fit, said Grafmyre. 
Although the companies,

themselves, help with fundrais-
ers for other benefits, some
struggle with getting everything
they need to do their jobs. 
“Especially on the fire com-

pany side, many of them struggle
to get the general and safety
equipment they need,” said
Grafmyre.  
From September 2019 to the

end of November 2019, The
bank holding company donated
$25 for every home equity loan
to a first responding company of
the customers’ choice 
Grafmyre said the bank also

supported other fundraising
drives during that time, to
include boot drives, where peo-

ple put their donations into a fire
boot and touch a truck drives. 
“We made it very interactive

with our branch system and I
think the touch a truck event was
really cool, people could bring
their kids in to touch a fire truck
or ambulance or whatever it
might be,” he said. 
It was by speaking with

employees and customers that

banking administrators decided
to give money to first respon-
ders. 
“We have a number of folks

in our company that were first
responders and family members
who still are,” said Grafmyre. “I
think it was a community need we
saw and decided that we could
support them.”
The community that surrounds

the Jersey Shore State Bank and
works within its halls define how
the bank gives, he said.  
“We are a community bank

and the fabric of our community is
the same as our fabric culturally,
these kinds of things are easy for
us to do,” he said. 
Although the COVID-19 pan-

demic stopped immediate plans
for more donations, there are more

plans for charity work, said
Grafmyre. 
“It’s not the last time we run a

program similar to that and we
hope that the next program we can
find a way to stimulate even more
customer interaction from it,” he
said. “The more our customer
base understands the support we
have, the more they’ll support
them too.”

Jersey Shore State Bank gives to first responders 
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DEREK DANNEKER/Sun-Gazette
Members of various local fire companies and EMS accept a check for more than $19,000. In the back row are Kevin
Cromley, captain at Nippenose; Dean Miller Fire chief at Nippenose; Krista Gephart, regional manager; Jessica
Pennings, branch manager; Matthew Oldt, Chief at Old Lycoming; Mike Shortall, branch manager; Tara Weaver, branch
manager; Daniel Smith, chief at South Williamsport. In the front are Dale Winter, treasurer at Nippenose; Rony Ramella,
lieutenant at Old Lycoming; Jason Young, assistant South Williamsport fire chief; and Cory Crider, South Williamsport
fire lieutenant.
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BByy  MMAALLLLOORRIIEE  MMccIILLWWAAIINN
mmcilwain@sungazette.com

Adelphoi Foster Care and
Adoption Services, located at
1965 Lycoming Creek Road, has
helped children find their forever
home after Father Paschal
Morlino started the organization
in 1971.
In the Williamsport and sur-

rounding communities including
Bradford, Tioga, Sullivan and

Montour counties, Adelphoi
prides itself on providing a stable
of services ranging from charter
schools, gender specific living
arrangements, maximum security
centers, sex offender treatment as
well as its fostering and adoption
services.
Dave Hall, program director,

and Sue Kaczynski, recruiter,
have combined experience of
over 80 years helping children
find permanent placement, inde-

pendent living spaces, foster par-
ents, all alongside their superior
support from staff members.
“We have a full array of servic-

es for kids and families,” Hall
said. “We want to get them to their
forever family.”
Adelphoi also does “exten-

sive” training and certifications of
foster parents before children and
teens are placed in homes.
According to Hall, the certifi-

cation includes health care and

financial checks, home safety
inspections, and much more.
The entire process can take up

to four months, he said.
“The kids we have may have a

higher level of need,” he added.
The company also added two

new foster parent trainings includ-
ing trauma informed care and
“coreteen” specifically for helping
teenagers get out of residential or
group home living services.
“Twenty-three percent of kids

in care in Pennsylvania are
between the ages of 16 and 20,”
Kaczynski said. “A lot of them
have been searching for perma-
nency.”
She added that one in four

teenagers will “age out” of foster
care at the age of 18 before even
getting permanency.
Adelphoi also works concur-

rently with the kids biological
family to either prepare for per-
manency or finding another per-
manent placement through an
established relationship or a foster
parent.
Other programs that are uti-

lized include independent living
for teens and young adults of the

ages 14 to 21 years. They will
have the same concurrent care
with their biological family, their
case worker and other services
that are provided specifically from
Adelphoi including access to den-
tal and other health care, rides to
and from school, work or college
as well as help with budgeting,
driving lessons and room and
board.
In addition to their case work-

ers, Adelphoi created a 24-hour
on-call line for any foster parents,
kids, or biological family mem-
bers that need their help.
“We have very high standards

and very high standards of safety
for children,” Hall added. “We
don’t compromise those stan-
dards. We want to give them the
best chance for success.”
“The culture of this office is

that we are very supportive of our
families,” Kaczynski said. “They
have a family-like relationship
with us.”
For more information or if you

or someone you know is interest-
ed in becoming a foster parent,
please contact Adelphoi at
www.adelphoi.org.

Your local 
technology 
provider
Here at Marco, we specialize 

in business IT. We know it. 

We live it. And we speak 

its language. 

marconet.com

business IT

managed services

cloud services

copiers & printers

enterprise content 
management

PHOTO PROVIDED
Gloria and Terry Kshir, center, with their fam-
ily. They have 11 kids, four biological and
seven adopted. One of her daughters is now
a foster parent, too. 



Business works with public and private school libraries
BByy  MMIIKKEE  RREEUUTTHHEERR

mreuther@sungazette.com

Opening the Book is a unique local
business creating furniture and design
work for libraries.
In Williamsport can be found the

company’s North American headquar-
ters at Water Tower Square, 1000
Commerce Park Drive.
“We service accounts all across the

U.S. and Canada,” Jolie Conahan,
director of sales and marketing, said.
Conahan said the company operates

a manufacturing facility in Muskegon,
Michigan, while all design work is
done in Williamsport.
The company works with both pub-

lic and school libraries.
“We probably do more schools than

anything,” Conahan said. 
The design work and furniture for

elementary age children is often done
in a way that integrates play with read-
ing. It’s the needs of that age group,
she said, that make up much of the
company’s work.
Among its projects was the design

work for the Milton School District
Library.
“We would like to do more local

jobs,” Conahan said.
Trained dealer representatives work

with the company to find jobs.
In addition to Conahan, the small

Williamsport staff is comprised of
Megan Fink, lead library designer;
Janell Cipriani, marketing specialist;
and Miranda Leathers, customer sup-
port specialist.
Conahan said there exist many edu-

cation supply companies.
“The difference with us is our cre-

ative outlet,” she said. “We aren’t a
mass supplier. Every job is custom-
designed to space and needs.”
Cipriani said she gets a joy out of

knowing people are happy with the
way they help transform library
spaces.
“That’s why I like the interaction,”

she said.
Leathers said, “The most exciting

thing so far for me is when a customer
gets her dream library.”
Conahan said she likes that their

designs for elementary school libraries
help children more easily find books.
“It’s that joy in entering a new

space and seeing new things,” she

added.
Fink said the there is always a new

set of challenges in coming up with
plans for a library.
To get the word out about its serv-

ices, the company does a lot of digital
marketing.
“At some point we will probably

turn this into a showroom,” Conahan

said, while standing in the
Williamsport offices.
At the outset of the coronavirus

pandemic, the staff worked remotely
from their homes.
“It was challenging,” Conahan said.

“But we were probably more equipped
to deal with it than other companies.
With headquarters in the United
Kingdom it wasn’t a big hurdle for
us.”
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PHOTOS PROVIDED
Opening the Book provides design
services for libraries and library
furniture for school districts such
as Milton Area School District
shown above. Many of their proj-
ects include libraries for those
used by young students in school
settings. The company services
accounts in U.S. and Canada. At
left, The North American headquar-
ters for Opening the Book can be
found at 1000 Commerce Park
Drive, Williamsport. The staff there
includes: Janell Cipriani, Miranda
Leathers, Megan Fink, and Jolie
Conahan.
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